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May 3, 1942 – July 21, 2024
Raymond “Neil” Berger passed away at home on Sunday, July 21, 2024, surrounded by loved ones.
Born on May 3, 1942, in Eugene, Oregon, he spent his childhood on the beautiful Oregon Coast with his parents and six siblings. He later moved to Port Orchard, Washington, where he graduated from South Kitsap High School and worked in his parents’ nursery, Berger’s Garden Center in Bremerton, Washington.
Neil’s journey took him to San Francisco, California, where he found both family and purpose. It was here he met and married the love of his life, Diane, and served in both the California and Washington National Guard. They moved to Belfair, Washington, where Neil continued his work as a carpenter, winning awards in construction competitions in Washington and qualifying for Nationals in Detroit before running his own construction business. Here they lovingly raised their four children and made lifelong friends. Eventually the family relocated to Sheridan, Oregon, opening Berger’s Nursery, becoming long time members and friends in this community.
Neil was an avid outdoorsman with a deep passion for fishing and hunting, cherishing the moments spent with his family, including his brothers, on the water catching salmon and steelhead. He loved exploring the beach, camping, and sharing his love for the outdoors with his children and grandchildren. He enjoyed golf, a good game of cribbage, and attending many of his grandchildren’s sporting events.
Neil was a talented craftsman, always helping one of his kids with a new deck, shed, or whatever one of them had in mind. He was dedicated to giving back to the community and volunteered his time with Habitat for Humanity, helping to build homes for those in need. He also gave his time to Good Shepherd Parish in Sheridan and attended St. Philip in Dallas.
Neil was preceded in death by his parents, Carl and Edith Berger; his brothers, George, Richard (Dick), and Thomas; and his sister, Mary Lou.
He leaves behind his beloved wife, Diane; his children, Nicole (Wayne), Holly (Eldon), Jennifer, and Randy (Marina); his grandchildren, Chloe, Alex, McKenzie, Morgan, Kennedi, Delaney, and Sophia; his great-children, Harrison, Tate, James and Alice; and his brothers Robert (Bob) and Rick. Neil’s kindness, generosity, and love for family and community will be remembered by all.
A memorial service will be held Saturday Aug. 24, 11 a.m. at St. Philip Catholic Church in Dallas.
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